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This ebook is a free companion guide to my book Culture Convo, Á ÂÅÇÉÎÎÅÒȭÓ ÇÕÉÄÅ ÔÏ 
employer branding social media.  
 
In Culture Convoȟ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÌÅÁÒÎȡ 

¶ (Ï× ÔÏ ÕÓÅ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ÍÏÓÔ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÒ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÍÅÄÉÁ ÃÈÁÎÎÅÌÓȟ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ &ÁÃÅÂÏÏËȟ 
Twitter and LinkedIn. 

¶ How to get started, what to talk about, and how often to post. 

¶ How to get your employees involved. 

¶ How to measure the success of your employer branding efforts. 
 
It also comes with a free bonus section featuring interviews with HR and marketing pros at 
Zappos, Sodexo and DAXKO ɀ three organizations who are leaders at using social media for 
employer branding! 
 
You can learn more at http://renegadehr.net/culture-convo.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Copyright © 2010 by Chris Ferdinandi. Licensed under Creative Commons BY-NC. 

 
Please share this guide with ÁÎÙÏÎÅ ÙÏÕ ÔÈÉÎË ÍÉÇÈÔ ÌÉËÅ ÉÔȟ ÂÕÔ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÃÈÁÒÇÅ ÆÏÒ ÉÔȢ 

 

 

http://renegadehr.net/culture-convo
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Hosted vs. Self-Hosted 
 
There are two versions of Wordpress ɀ hosted and self-hosted. 
 
With the hosted version, you simply signup for an account at http://wordpress.com and 
ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÇÏÏÄ ÔÏ ÇÏȢ 
 
The self-hosted version requires you to buy hosting and a domain (a URL) from a provider 
(like GoDaddy) and install it yourself (though most hosting services provide one-click 
installation now). 
 
Both versions look and function the same. The self-hosted version provides a bit more 
flexibility around the layout and design, but it also requires a bit more technical knowledge 
to really take advantage of this flexibility. 
 
I recommend the hosted version for beginners. You can very easily switch to self-hosted 
later if you want. 
 
This guide is about how to setup a hosted Wordpress blog. 

http://wordpress.com/
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How to Sign Up 
 

1. Visit http://wordpress.com ÁÎÄ ÃÌÉÃË ÔÈÅ ÂÉÇ ÏÒÁÎÇÅ Ȱ3ÉÇÎ ÕÐ ÎÏ×ȱ 
button in the upper right-hand corner. 
 

 

http://wordpress.com/
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2. Enter a username, password and email address. Acknowledge the 
Terms of Serviceȟ ÓÅÌÅÃÔ Ȱ'ÉÍÍÅ Á ÂÌÏÇȦȱ ÁÎÄ ÃÌÉÃË Ȱ.ÅØÔȢȱ 
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3. Enter thÅ Ȱ"ÌÏÇ $ÏÍÁÉÎȱ ɉÔÈÅ 52,Ɋ ÁÎÄ Ȱ"ÌÏÇ 4ÉÔÌÅȢȱ ,ÅÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÂÏØ 
ÔÏ ÓÈÁÒÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÂÌÏÇ ×ÉÔÈ 'ÏÏÇÌÅ ÃÈÅÃËÅÄȢ #ÌÉÃË Ȱ3ÉÇÎÕÐȢȱ 
 
)ÔȭÓ Á ÇÏÏÄ ÉÄÅÁ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÂÌÏÇ Á 52, ÁÎÄ ÔÉÔÌÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÎÁÍÅ ÁÎÄ 
words like jobs, career or culture. This will make it easier for people find. 
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ΪȢ 9ÏÕȭÌÌ ÉÍÍÅÄÉÁÔÅÌÙ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ ÁÎ ÅÍÁÉÌ ÔÏ ÁÃÔÉÖÁÔÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÂÌÏÇȢ #ÌÉÃË ÔÈÅ 
activation link.  
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5. 9ÏÕȭÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÓÅÔȦ 6ÉÓÉÔ http://wordpress.com again to login. 
 

 

http://wordpress.com/
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άȢ #ÌÉÃË Ȱ-Ù $ÁÓÈÂÏÁÒÄȱ ÉÎ the header. 
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7. Your options are in the left-hand panel. 
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How to Create A Blog Post 
 

Post: An article on your blog. 
 

1. #ÌÉÃË ÏÎ Ȱ0ÏÓÔÓȱ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÆÔ-hand panel to expand the menu. 
 
5ÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ Ȱ0ÏÓÔÓȱ ÈÅÁÄÅÒȡ 
 

¶ Ȱ0ÏÓÔÓȱ ÉÓ Á ÌÉÓÔ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÐÏÓÔÓȟ both those published and those drafted but not 
live on your site yet. 
 

¶ Ȱ!ÄÄ .Å×ȱ ÉÓ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÄÒÁÆÔ ÁÎÄ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈ ÎÅ× ÂÌÏÇ ÐÏÓÔÓȢ 
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ΨȢ 7ÏÒÄÐÒÅÓÓ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÓ ÁÎ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÌ ÐÏÓÔ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȱ(ÅÌÌÏ ×ÏÒÌÄȦȱ 
9ÏÕȭÌÌ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÄÅÌÅÔÅ ÉÔ ÉÍÍÅÄÉÁÔÅÌÙȢ 
 
Hover over thÅ ÐÏÓÔ ÔÉÔÌÅȢ ! ÌÉÓÔ ÏÆ ÏÐÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÐÐÅÁÒȢ /ÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÍ ÉÓ Ȱ4ÒÁÓÈȢȱ #ÌÉÃË ÔÈÉÓȢ 
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3. Click Ȱ!ÄÄ .Å×ȱ to write a blog post. 
 
This opens up a simple what-you-see-is-what-you-get text editor (WYSIWYG).  
 
Like using MS Word, what you type is what shows up ɀ no coding needed. Buttons add 
bold, italics, hyperlinks and font-size adjustments to your text. 
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4. Enter a Title in the line at the top, and the text of your post in the 
big box below. 
 
After you enter a title, Wordpress automatically assigns the post a URL. You can change it 
ÔÏ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÅÌÓÅ ÂÙ ÃÌÉÃËÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ Ȱ%ÄÉÔȱ ÂÕÔÔÏÎȢ 
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5. Use the bar above the text box to edit your text with things like 
bolding and italics, bulleted and numbered lists and hyperlinks. 
 
Click the button all the way to the right to expand your list of options. Additional options 
include font color and font size. 
 

 
 



How to Setup a Wordpress Blog A free companion guide to Culture Convo 
 

17 http://renegadehr.net   

6. If you want to upload a photo, video, mp3 or poll to your blog, use 
ÔÈÅ ÉÃÏÎÓ ÂÅÓÉÄÅ ÔÈÅ Ȱ5ÐÌÏÁÄȾ)ÎÓÅÒÔȱ ÔÅØÔȢ 
 
)ȭÄ ÒÅÃÏÍÍÅÎÄ ÕÓÉÎÇ 9ÏÕ4ÕÂÅ for your videos rather than uploading them to your blog. 
YouTube has a nice video player, and it saves your Wordpress storage space, which is 
limited to 2 GB. 
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έȢ 7ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÄÏÎÅ ×ÒÉÔÉÎÇ ÙÏÕÒ ÐÏÓÔȟ ÁÓÓÉÇÎ Ȱ#ÁÔÅÇÏÒÉÅÓȱ ÁÎÄ 
Ȱ4ÁÇÓȱ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÒÅÁÄÅÒÓ ÆÉÎÄ ÓÉÍÉÌÁÒ ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔȢ 
 
Categories and tags are pretty similar. Lorelle on Wordpress does a good job of explaining 
the subtle differences here: http://lorelle.wordpress.com/2005/09/09/categories-versus-
tags-whats-the-difference-and-which-one/.  
 
You can find the Category and Tag options in the right sidebar. 
 

      

http://lorelle.wordpress.com/2005/09/09/categories-versus-tags-whats-the-difference-and-which-one/
http://lorelle.wordpress.com/2005/09/09/categories-versus-tags-whats-the-difference-and-which-one/
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8. Publish your post, save it as a draft, or schedule it for a future date. 
 
All three of these options are controlled from the box in the upper right-hand corner. 
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ίȢ /ÎÃÅ ÙÏÕȭÖÅ ÈÉÔ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈȟ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÖÉÅ× ÙÏÕÒ ÐÏÓÔ ÌÉÖÅ ÏÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÂÌÏÇȢ 
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How to Create a Page 
 

Post: A static page with timeless information (such as an About page). 
Pages do not show up in your list of posts. 
 

ΧȢ #ÌÉÃË ÏÎ Ȱ0ÁÇÅÓȱ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÆÔ-hand panel to expand the menu. 
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ΨȢ )Æ ÙÏÕ ÄÏ ÎÏÔÈÉÎÇ ÅÌÓÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÐÁÇÅÓȟ ÍÁËÅ ÓÕÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÎ Ȱ!ÂÏÕÔȱ 
ÐÁÇÅȢ 7ÏÒÄÐÒÅÓÓ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÓ ÁÎ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÌ ÏÎÅ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕȢ 9ÏÕȭÌÌ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÕÐÄÁÔÅ 
it immediately.  
 
Hover over tÈÅ ÐÁÇÅ ÔÉÔÌÅȢ ! ÌÉÓÔ ÏÆ ÏÐÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÐÐÅÁÒȢ /ÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÍ ÉÓ Ȱ%ÄÉÔȢȱ #ÌÉÃË ÔÈÉÓȢ 
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4. The editor for Pages works exactly the same as the one for Posts. 
 
4ÈÅ ÏÎÌÙ ÍÉÎÏÒ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÁÇÅÓ ÁÒÅÎȭÔ ÁÓÓÉÇÎÅÄ ÃÁÔÅÇÏÒÉÅÓ ÏÒ ÔÁÇÓȢ 
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5. You may also want to disable comments on your pages. 
 
(More on comments in a later section.) 
 
4Ï ÄÏ ÔÈÉÓȟ ÕÎÃÈÅÃË ÔÈÅ Ȱ!ÌÌÏ× ÃÏÍÍÅÎÔÓȱ ÁÎÄ Ȱ!ÌÌÏ× ÔÒÁÃËÂÁÃËÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÉÎÇÓȱ ÂÏØÅÓ ÂÅÌÏ× 
the text box. 
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άȢ 7ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÄÏÎÅȟ ÃÌÉÃË Ȱ5ÐÄÁÔÅȱ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÕÐÐÅÒ ÒÉÇÈÔ-hand corner. 
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How to Change the Look of Your Blog 
 
The look and feel of your blog ɀ the layout, the colors, the fonts ɀ is controlled by your 
Ȱ4ÈÅÍÅȢȱ 
 
9ÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÙÏÕÒ 4ÈÅÍÅ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ Ȱ!ÐÐÅÁÒÁÎÃÅȱ tab in the left-hand panel.  
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For a culture blog, the default Wordpress theme ɀ Twenty Ten ɀ is hands-down my favorite. 
 
)ÔȭÓ ÓÉÍÐÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÁÔÔÒÁÃÔÉÖÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÌÏ×Ó ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÃÕÓÔÏÍÉÚÅ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÄÅÒ ÉÍÁÇÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
sidebar on the right, and the content in the footer. 
 

 






































